Advent in the Old Testament: 1 Samuel

This morning and for the next three Sundays we observe a season called Advent. The word comes from Latin through French and Middle English. It means "about to arrive." We remember that Jesus is about to arrive. He is coming again. As I wrote in the bulletin, “We who live on the other side of Jesus' first coming to earth must live in expectation that He will come again as he promised. The Bible calls us to be ready. Jesus told us, 

Matthew 24:44 Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect. 

Two years ago we began a series "Advent in the Old Testament." With God’s help we can study how He prepared his people to anticipate Jesus’ first coming and learn to adopt their same life expectancy. We've already covered the first eight books. We've traced the history of God's nation into Egypt, out of Egypt, and into the Promised Land. This year we come to the books that describe the nation under rule by kings. I intend this Advent to survey 1 & 2 Samuel, 1 & 2 Kings, and 1 & 2 Chronicles. They cover 500 years of kings from about 1000 years until approx. 500 years BC. Admittedly these books contain a lot of confusing names. Some of the stories are famous (David and the giant Goliath is a prime example). Other details are much more obscure. But like the rest of the Old Testament, these books are for us.

Romans 15:4 For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, that through endurance and through the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.

We need endurance to keep going until Christ returns. We need hope that he will. The example of ancient saints waiting for the first coming of the Messiah strengthens both endurance and hope in our hearts. One of the purposes for preaching the OT at the close of the calendar year is to encourage all of us to read through in the New Year.
Overview of the Kings’ History

Before jumping into 1 Samuel, we should know something of the subject of all six books. The easiest way to do that is to think about the major characters of each. If someone asks “What is 1 Samuel about?” you can say “It is about first, Samuel then Saul.” The first part of the book focuses on Samuel, the second part on Saul. Saul was the first king of Israel. Samuel the prophet anointed him. 1 Samuel ends with the death of Saul. 2 Samuel is mostly about the second king Samuel anointed, David. The book ends with his death. 1 Kings describes the events that take the nation from being one Kingdom (1 Kings starts with 1) to two Kingdoms. It begins with the reign of David's son Solomon and continues through the civil war which followed his death and divided the country into two separate kingdoms: North (now called Israel) and South (now called Judah). 2 Kings describes the events that take the nation from being two kingdoms (2 Kings begins with 2) back to just one kingdom. The northern kingdom is invaded, conquered, and scattered. The southern kingdom remains alone for another 150 years.

The two books of Chronicles overlap some of the same period. 1 Chronicles focuses on David and the kingdom flourishing during his reign. 2 Chronicles continues where 1 Chronicles leaves off and recounts how the kingdom failed under David's heirs beginning with his son Solomon. This chart portrays the history of the Israelite kings. Three major events divide and then end this 500 yr. period. First, after Solomon, civil war divides the nation in 930.  200 yrs later, in 722, Assyria defeats and exiles the northern kingdom. The third event comes 150 years later, in 586. The southern kingdom is taken away to Babylon, ending the period of the kings. 

Foreshadowing Christmas in 1 Samuel

If you have the Christmas story in mind as you read 1 Samuel, you will instantly identify some interesting parallels. 1 Samuel tells us of a young mother Hannah whose firstborn son, Samuel, is a special messenger from the Lord. On the occasion of his birth she breaks out in a song of praise, extolling God's saving power. The same could be said for Mary the mother of Jesus. Her song precedes her firstborn's birth. Listen to one parallel. First Hannah:

1 Samuel 2:7 The Lord makes poor and makes rich; he brings low and he exalts. 8 He raises up the poor from the dust; he lifts the needy from the ash heap to make them sit with princes and inherit a seat of honor. 
Then Mary: 
Luke 1:51-52 [The LORD] has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts; 52 he has brought down the mighty from their thrones and exalted those of humble estate….
As we read further in 1 Samuel, the wise man Samuel, now grown is directed by God to seek a king in Bethlehem. In his quest he expects to identify the strongest and tallest among the sons of a family. Instead it is the youngest and most unlikely, David, whom God chooses. Similarly, after Jesus’ birth we watch wise men seeking the king of the Jews. They look in the most obvious place, the palace in Jerusalem. There they learn that the king is to be born in Bethlehem yet they find him in unexpected, humble circumstances (What Child is This?). 

Still later 1 Samuel Saul becomes an illegitimate king. In a frenzied vengeance he seeks to kill David, the man God chose to take his place. Saul lashes out in anger before his son, Jonathan:
1 Samuel 20:31 For as long as the son of Jesse [David] lives on the earth, neither you nor your kingdom shall be established. Therefore send and bring him to me, for he shall surely die.”

Saul’s actions foreshadow Herod’s at the time of Jesus’ birth.

Matthew 2:16 Then Herod, when he saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, became furious, and he sent and killed all the male children in Bethlehem and in all that region who were two years old or under, according to the time that he had ascertained from the wise men.
More Profound Preparation for the Messiah
Failure of a Priest. These dramatic parallels are not the most powerful connections between 1 Samuel and Jesus the Messiah. As the book opens, Israel has lived in the Promised Land for roughly four hundred years. She has not secured peace which God assured her she would enjoy.  1 Samuel begins with yet another leadership failure. Eli, the priest, has not trained his sons well. They rebel against him even when he tries to correct them. It is too little too late. The Lord judges. He says to Eli,

1 Samuel 2:31 Behold, the days are coming when I will cut off your strength and the strength of your father’s house, so that there will not be an old man in your house.

But the Lord's word was not all negative. He told the rejected Eli,

1 Samuel 2:35 And I will raise up for myself a faithful priest, who shall do according to what is in my heart and in my mind. And I will build him a sure house, and he shall go in and out before my anointed forever.

There is only One who perfectly fulfills this prophecy. Only Jesus is a priest who does what is in the Father's heart and mind. Only Jesus has a house that remains forever.

Hebrews 10:19, 21-22 ... since we have confidence to enter the holy places by the blood of Jesus …and since we have a great priest over the house of God, let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith....

Each person here needs a priest before God. A priest offers sacrificial blood to appease divine wrath and to mediate reconciliation between sinners and a holy God. 1 Samuel, reminds us that no human priest comes through for us. Even the best ones left people longing for one who can give full assurance. The despair at Eli's failure leaves us desperate for the Messiah. Those who have placed their hope in Christ know that He has entered into the Father's presence to present his sacrifice. He is not there acting like one of Eli's sons. He is not greedily seeking his own exclusive honor. He is interceding for his people.  Just like the people wait for the priest to return from the holiest place in the temple on the Day of Atonement to prove that God had accepted the sacrifice, so we wait for Jesus to return. We have no fear that he will be struck down or rejected. He is perfectly faithful. His will is one with the Father’s. Who will plead for you before God? If in your pride you think that you can represent yourself, you are as foolish as Eli's sons.  1 Samuel 2:17 says of them: 
Thus the sin of the young men was very great in the sight of the Lord, for the men treated the offering of the Lord with contempt.
God has raised up a priest in Jesus. He has offered his own blood for sin. Do not treat that offering with contempt. 
Failure of a Prophet. To replace Eli God raised up Samuel to be a prophet. He too had two sons. They also rebelled.

1 Samuel 8:3 Yet [Samuel's] sons did not walk in his ways but turned aside after gain. They took bribes and perverted justice.

The people lost confidence in Samuel in part because his words had no affect on his own house. They rejected his leadership. His failure as a prophet leaves us longing for a stronger one. Every person needs a prophet to speak the word of God and to ensure that his word accomplishes its purpose. Jesus is the ultimate prophet. Like Samuel, he grows up dedicated to the Lord at a young age to become a great prophet. Unlike Samuel, those under his care receive His word and are transformed by it. He said of his disciples.

John 17:8 For I have given them the words that you gave me, and they have received them and have come to know in truth that I came from you; and they have believed that you sent me.

How do you know that what you believe about God is true? What is your authority? Who validates truth for you? Who reveals God? The only satisfying answer is Jesus, the one who said, "I am the way the truth and the life, no one comes to the Father except through me." He not only brings the word of God as the Prophet, he is the Word.

John 1:14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.

Jesus could justly claim, 
John 6:63 It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh is no help at all. The words that I have spoken to you are spirit and life.
His words give life to those who receive them. The life they give allows them to receive them. The flesh relationship between Eli and his sons was of no value. Those who are made alive by this Spirit respond to Christ's word and obey. We look forward to Christ's second coming by living in obedience. We receive the word of God's pre-eminent prophet and obey Him. Jesus warned that as the end approached,

Matthew 24:11 … many false prophets will arise and lead many astray. 12 And because lawlessness will be increased, the love of many will grow cold.

Many today reject the law of Christ. Their love is cold. When he returns he will reject them like the nation rejected Samuel's sons. 
Failure of a King. When they did, they turned to Samuel and demanded a king. 
1 Samuel 8:19-20 But the people refused to obey the voice of Samuel. And they said, “No! But there shall be a king over us, 20 that we also may be like all the nations, and that our king may judge us and go out before us and fight our battles.”

They rejected God's rule and demanded a human king. They wanted to be just like the world. They wanted a king who could give them military victories. So He gave them Saul. Saul had the physical looks and strength to please the people.

1 Samuel 9:2 And he had a son whose name was Saul, a handsome young man. There was not a man among the people of Israel more handsome than he. From his shoulders upward he was taller than any of the people.

But Saul did not please God. He lacked a humble spirit. He was supposed to lead the nation by seeking God's help. Instead, in the end, he looked to a medium to try to channel the spirits of the dead.  The Bible says that he became an enemy of God. 1 Samuel ends with Saul and his sons dead in battle with their bodies hung on the ramparts of the opposing army. Just like Eli and Samuel, there was no heir.
Everyone needs a trustworthy king to lead and protect. Saul's utter failure leaves us desperate for a better king. Even though David proved to be much better than Saul, we will see that even David failed. We need the one who came into the world as the son of David. The angel told Mary:

Luke 1:31-33 And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.”

Who will protect you from death and hell and lead you from the darkness of sin into the light of his kingdom? The only satisfying answer is King Jesus.  Those who wait for him to return do not fear at the threats of this world's power. They know that all authority on heaven and earth belongs to their King. Do you belong to Him? If you are like the Israelites in 1 Samuel, you will demand to have all that the world has. You will love the world and miss the return of Christ. When Jesus returns it will be in the full glory of his kingdom. He is getting ready to arrive. Are you prepared to receive Him? 
Conclusion

1 Samuel records the failure of a priest, a prophet, and a king. It was a triple disaster. Yet it prepared God's people to look for a better priest, a better prophet, and a better king. Amazingly, the LORD sent One to fill all three offices perfectly forever. You will never need another. We could never say it better than did Isaac Watts:
Join all the glorious names of wisdom, love and pow’r, 

That ever mortals knew, that angels ever bore: 

All are too poor to speak His worth, too poor to set my Savior forth.

Jesus my great high priest, offered his blood and died;

My guilty conscience seeks no sacrifice beside;

His pow'rful blood did once atone and now it pleads before the throne.

Great Prophet of my God, my tongue would bless Thy name; 

By Thee the joyful news of our salvation came: 

The joyful news of sins forgiv’n, of hell subdued, and peace with heav’n.

My Savior and my Lord, my Conq’ror and my King, 

Thy scepter and Thy sword, Thy reigning grace I sing: 

Thine is the pow’r—behold I sit in willing bonds beneath Thy feet.
