A Worship Tour Through Hebrews: Chapter 2:1-18

Turn in your Bible to Hebrews Chapter 2. 
1 Timothy 4:13 reads, “Until I come, devote yourself to the public reading of Scripture, to exhortation, to teaching.” Commenting on this verse, Knute Larsen wrote, 

"The public reading of Scripture, along with teaching, was an accepted custom of the Jews in the synagogues (Acts 13:15). This practice is carried over to Christian worship. Reading God’s Word is a command for church life, but God does allow flexibility in how services are conducted … as long as they point to Christ and his grace. But within stylistic and cultural preferences, there are certain essentials that must undergird worship. One of these essentials is the public reading of Scripture."
Hebrews 2:1-18 Therefore we must pay much closer attention to what we have heard, lest we drift away from it. 2 For since the message declared by angels proved to be reliable, and every transgression or disobedience received a just retribution, 3 how shall we escape if we neglect such a great salvation? It was declared at first by the Lord, and it was attested to us by those who heard, 4 while God also bore witness by signs and wonders and various miracles and by gifts of the Holy Spirit distributed according to his will. 5 Now it was not to angels that God subjected the world to come, of which we are speaking. 6 It has been testified somewhere, “What is man, that you are mindful of him, or the son of man, that you care for him? 7 You made him for a little while lower than the angels; you have crowned him with glory and honor, 8 putting everything in subjection under his feet.” Now in putting everything in subjection to him, he left nothing outside his control. At present, we do not yet see everything in subjection to him. 9 But we see him who for a little while was made lower than the angels, namely Jesus, crowned with glory and honor because of the suffering of death, so that by the grace of God he might taste death for everyone. 10 For it was fitting that he, for whom and by whom all things exist, in bringing many sons to glory, should make the founder of their salvation perfect through suffering. 11 For he who sanctifies and those who are sanctified all have one source. That is why he is not ashamed to call them brothers, 12 saying, “I will tell of your name to my brothers; in the midst of the congregation I will sing your praise.” 13 And again, “I will put my trust in him.” And again, “Behold, I and the children God has given me.” 14 Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he himself likewise partook of the same things, that through death he might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the devil, 15 and deliver all those who through fear of death were subject to lifelong slavery. 16 For surely it is not angels that he helps, but he helps the offspring of Abraham. 17 Therefore he had to be made like his brothers in every respect, so that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in the service of God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people. 18 For because he himself has suffered when tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted.

When I began this series in Hebrews last week, I explained my contention that this whole book is a help to understand Christian corporate worship. It was written to be read openly as Scripture in a worship service (13:22). It was written to provide a contrast to and completion for the worship under the old covenant and a motivation to embrace new covenant worship as superior to the old. So we are taking roughly a chapter length segment each week to analyze what God says to us about our worship and how we might please him in it. How does chapter 2 add to our understanding?
There are three distinct sections to this chapter. Each one highlights some aspect of our faith that we celebrate. In vv 1-4 we celebrate The Message (the gospel). In vv. 5-13 we celebrate The Man (Jesus Christ). And in vv. 14-18 we celebrate The Mission (What He accomplished). Look at these three in greater detail. 
1. The Message 
When we gather together we are paying attention to what we've heard (v. 1). There's a message involved. It's contrasted to a message that was delivered by angels (v. 2). This earlier message is the law delivered to Moses on Mt. Sinai. In Deuteronomy 33:2 Moses recalls how God brought the law to the top of the mountain accompanied by ten thousand angels.

This new message is a message of salvation (v. 3). Neglecting is the opposite of paying attention to something. This salvation was declared by Jesus, then attested to or verified by those who heard. God gave them miraculous signs through the Holy Spirit.

To pay much closer (v. 1) attention is to believe in something with greater conviction so as to follow or obey. We focus our worship service on the gospel so that we learn it better, believe it more firmly, and resolve to follow it more faithfully. Faith in the gospel heard results in obedience. As for example in:
Acts 6:7 And the word of God continued to increase, and the number of the disciples multiplied greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests became obedient to the faith.
At the Easter service I mentioned 5 words that begin with are and summarize the gospel. The first word of the gospel is:

· Reality

There is a personal God who created all that is, all of reality. All that exists exists by God, through God, and for God. He governs everything and everyone in the universe. So, we open a service with music that emphasizes God's creative power. We recognize his presence everywhere and his control over all creation. We acknowledge His right to direct our lives and judge us for how we live. The second word of the gospel is:
· Rebellion

The first human beings foolishly rejected God, thinking that they could exist without Him and find joy outside his loving purpose for them. Every human being since then has been born into a race of rebels and participated in the rejection of God's love. So, in our worship service we acknowledge that we are sinners, even though we have repented in Christ. We admit that our only hope to escape God's wrath is the forgiveness in the gospel of Jesus. We confess sin and rejoice in the promise that because of Christ we have forgiveness. The third word of the gospel is:

· Redemption

The Living God planned for, prepared, and presented his own Son Jesus Christ for this world as a human being to live the life we should have lived and die the death we should have died. By shedding his blood as a sacrificial lamb, he offered to God everything necessary to redeem sinners from rebellion. So our service will draw attention to who Jesus is and what He has done. We will celebrate his Virgin Birth, his Incarnation by which He as fully God became fully Man.  We will highlight his perfect life and perfect death. We will affirm his resurrection and ascension to the place of highest honor and authority. We will pray in his name who is at God's right hand. The fourth word of the gospel is:

· Restoration

Through Jesus Christ, God will restore creation to what it was intended to be and banish forever all who refuse his rule. The harmony of God's hierarchy will be reestablished in peace and righteousness to the joy of all who share in it. So, in our service we will teach God's word so that believers will know how to live as citizens of a new kingdom and not slaves of sin, Satan, or the spirit of this age. We will sing, pray, and meditate on the hope that we have in Christ. The fifth word of the gospel is:

· Response

This good news means nothing unless we respond personally to it in repentance and faith. So, in our services, we will regularly call men, women, and children to repent and trust Christ. We have an elder from the church up front after every service to be available to anyone who seeks help in turning to Christ. But we also encourage everyone to respond as the serviced closes. Repentance and faith in the gospel is not a one-time experience. We continue to repent and trust more fully. We pay closer attention to what we have heard and we resolve to obey it more faithfully. At the heart of Christian worship is a message worth celebrating and proclaiming. These five words help enormously to ensure that we plan and participate in services that pay attention to the gospel.

One way that the church has done this from ancient times has been to recite a creed or summary of core gospel beliefs as a part of a worship gathering. The most ancient affirmation that we have remaining today is a document known as the Apostles’ Creed. It captures the essence of the gospel that the apostles, those who heard Jesus directly, attested to and communicated. Here is an English version of it for us as a means of paying closer attention to the message we have heard.

I believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

He descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;
He ascended into heaven,
He is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the holy Christian church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. AMEN.
I do not have time this morning to adequately address the issue of signs and wonders mentioned in v. 4. I have taken the material that I prepared for and then edited out of this message and placed it in an article called “Miraculous Affirmation of the Gospel” and placed that on my blog.
2. The Man 
We emphasized last week how in the opening chapter Jesus is portrayed as God and superior to angels. In chapter 2, the writer takes the logic in a surprising direction.  If Jesus in fact is greater than angels then the message about Him would deserve careful attention. But the Jesus to be worshiped is a man, a man who came in humility to die in disgrace. He suffered (vv. 9, 10). His sufferings were even a part of his being prepared or perfected for his work (v. 10). The new worship was to be directed to a suffering servant. How could He possibly be more impressive than angels? 
The answer is that by sending His eternal Son into the world as a man to die for sinners, God glorified himself in a way that makes him even more worthy of our worship. The earlier message God came with angels to the top of Mt. Sinai where the people could not go. With this new message God himself comes all the way down to the people to live among them as a man. He comes lower than the angels. The earlier message was a message of law that condemns. V.2 reminds us that under the law the final word is simply justice. "[E]very transgression or disobedience received a just retribution." But in this new message there is gospel, good news, forgiveness. This Man tastes death for everyone. He brings many sons to glory. He sanctifies his people. He makes them holy. He is not ashamed to call them his brothers.

V 9 indicates that Jesus is crowned with glory and honor because of his suffering and death. This is his glory. What he accomplishes in taking the justice of the law to himself so that he might forgive those who trust Him makes him worthy of worship. Behold the paradox of the gospel. There is greater glory in what we would assume is humiliation If Chapter 1 calls for worship of Jesus as Creator God, chapter 2 calls for worship of Him as the Redeemer-God/Man who brings salvation to his people. He Himself is the Gospel.

How does this transform our worship? God became like us so that we might become like Him. We seek in our worship to reflect Christ in what we do and how we do it. I draw your attention to one practical item here in this section of chapter 2. It is here in vv 11-12. Speaking of Jesus, the writer records:

Hebrews 2:11 For he who sanctifies [Jesus is God, only God can do this] and those who are sanctified all have one source. That is why he is not ashamed to call them brothers, 12 saying [Jesus speaking to his Father], “I will tell of your name to my brothers; in the midst of the congregation I will sing your praise.”

Jesus sings. He gathers with his people to sing praise. He's not ashamed to sing with us as members of the family. If you are a Christian and wonder what you ought to do to develop a more Christ-like life, start with singing in the corporate worship service.  Jesus leads us to sing together. While on earth he sang with his disciples. In heaven he surrounds his throne with a song enhancing the expression of his glory. Our worship here in the congregation is in part a rehearsal called by the Lord himself to prepare for our coming celestial concert.

3. The Mission 
V. 14 reminds us that we are describing the One who partook of flesh and blood. V. 17 describes it a bit differently. He was made like his human brothers in every respect. In other words, He had an existence as God before He came but he now participates as a member of our race, owning the same flesh and blood as marks us as human beings.

And why did He do this? What was his purpose? In the paragraph of vv. 14-18 we find two purpose clauses to answer such questions. Look through and notice the word "that" or "so that." Vv. 14-16 declare that his participation in flesh and blood was “that” (or for the purpose that) and then we see two verbs: to destroy and to deliver. He destroyed Satan and delivered those in Satan's slavery. His purpose was to help the children of Abraham. And who are the children of Abraham? They are people of faith.

Galatians 3:7 Know then that it is those of faith who are the sons of Abraham.

He came on a mission to rescue a people for himself, a family of faith.

Vv. 17-18 declare that he became like his brothers so that (or for the purpose that) he might become a faithful and merciful priest for the people. To accomplish this mission He had to make a perfect sacrifice. There had to be a death. But heaven was no place for a death and earth had no one to present a perfect sacrifice. So He came to be both the priest and the sacrifice. He made propitiation (v.17). This is a wonderful word to describe Jesus fully satisfying and soaking up heaven's anger toward human sin on behalf of those who believe. The language comes from the OT annual Day of Atonement when the high priest would sacrifice for the whole nation and carry blood into God's presence. The people gathered to await the priest's return and the assurance that God had forgiven.

In our worship, we gather on the Lord's day, the day of his resurrection and ascension to await his return. We have no doubt that his perfect blood has been accepted for our forgiveness. We have no doubt that the cross dealt a mortal blow to Satan. We now wait for him to come to complete the final victory over Satan and remove from us the very presence of sin. By gathering as a people we give living witness to the truth that Jesus came not simply to save a scattered collection of individuals but to create a people for Himself. By gathering together we honor him in his office as high priest. We collectively wait on Him as we marvel at his work.

We also gather to confess that we need his help. The church is a society of sinners. While we repent we admit that we are still tempted (v. 18). We suffer attacks of sin in our hearts and affects of sin in this world. We often fail. When we gather in worship we say to our brothers and sisters, I'm no better than you. We are all repenting sinners who need the continual help of our brother high priest to continue the battle against sin and Satan.  Those who distance themselves from the family of faith project an image of self-righteousness. I'm a Christian now. I don't struggle with sin. Or, thinking that the church is too good for them they isolate themselves and become a perfect prey for the enemy. Satan continues to prowl like a lion ready to devour, as Peter writes. We know from the hunting habits of lions that they wait to pounce on the animal that gets isolated from the herd. All this is encouragement to heed the warning which we will encounter explicitly in 

Hebrews 10:23-25 Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who promised is faithful. 24 And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, 25 not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near.

That Day when Jesus returns for his people is closer now than ever. The world to come does not belong to Satan or even to God's angels but the Man Himself Jesus Christ. Worship Him in the congregation.
