“This One Was Born There”
Psalm 87:4
Psalm 87:1–7 (ESV) A Psalm of the Sons of Korah. A Song. 1 On the holy mount stands the city he founded; 2 the Lord loves the gates of Zion more than all the dwelling places of Jacob. 3 Glorious things of you are spoken, O city of God. Selah 4 Among those who know me I mention Rahab and Babylon; behold, Philistia and Tyre, with Cush— “This one was born there,” they say. 5 And of Zion it shall be said, “This one and that one were born in her”; for the Most High himself will establish her. 6 The Lord records as he registers the peoples, “This one was born there.” Selah 7 Singers and dancers alike say, “All my springs are in you.” 

Excursion to Ethiopia

On Tuesday, it will be my privilege, if the Lord allows, to represent this church congregation on a trip to Ethiopia in Eastern Africa. We will be visiting several local churches, training schools, and ministries of the Kale Heywet Church. 
This fellowship has now nearly 8,000 congregations and 8 million members. This church is a success story of modern missions. Western missionaries with a group called SIM (Sudan Interior Mission at the time) founded the church back in 1927. Communist rule in Ethiopia drove out foreign missionaries in the 1970's. Under persecution, the church's national leadership grew strong.

Today (post communism) the Kale Heywet Church is training and sending missionaries to other countries in Africa and the Middle East. A planted church is planting churches within other people groups. Ethiopia is strategically positioned and prepared to reach out to Muslim-dominated nations in the area with the gospel.

We at Grace are exploring how we might partner with Kale Heywet to help spur their missionary effort. This kind of partnership is both a new adventure for us and the culmination of we have been supporting in missions since our beginning as a church.

A former pastor, Glenn Faulkner, returned to serve in this area of Africa after his time at Grace. Charles and Kay Bascom served as missionaries in this area of the world and have continued to promote the spread of the gospel to and from there.

More recently an Ethiopian student from a Kale Heywet Church worshipped here and introduced us to her father who is a Christian publisher in Ethiopia. We helped underwrite a children's Bible project.

Stan Freyenberger, our Missions chair, visited Sudan and met an Ethiopian Kale Heywet missionary who encouraged us to pursue this partnership. Several leaders from the Kale Heywet church have visited at Grace in the past year including Berhanu Deresse, Woyita Olla, Dr. Ngatu, and Esayas Ersabo.

Three of us visited Ethiopia last February to meet key leaders in their mission effort. One was a man name Desta who established the missions training school that we visited. A large classroom building has already been built on the site you saw empty in the video.
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PRAY %FOR %OUR %TRIP %TO %
ETHIOPIA %THIS %WEEK %



PLANS&



Tuesday,)January)10&Charles&
&&Kay&Bascom,&Bob&Flack&
and&Tim&Weddle&join&
Jeremy&and&Rebecca&
Fruechting&along&with&an&
elder&from&their&church&in&
Kansas&City&to&fly&to&Addis&
Ababa.&



January)13017&Visit&training&
schools,&churches,&an&orphanage&and&other&ministries&in&the&
regions&south&of&the&capital.&Tim&returns&to&U.S.&



January)18023)Trips&to&the&north&and&time&in&Addis&for&
Bascoms&and&Bob&Flack&who&returns&on&the&23rd.&



January)230February)4&Bascoms&visit&family&and&friends&in&
Kenya&and&Ethiopia&



PRAYER&



• Ask&God&to&give&mercy&for&safe&travel,&health,&strength&
and&warm&fellowship&within&the&team&and&with&our&
Ethiopian&hosts.&



• Ask&God&for&wisdom&to&discern&what&opportunities&lie&
ahead&for&us&as&a&congregation&and&for&the&
Fruechtings&as&they&investigate&longPterm&service&in&
Ethiopia.&



• Ask&God&to&make&us&a&blessing&to&our&host&brothers&
and&sisters&as&we&encourage,&teach,&learn&about&God's&
work&among&them,&and&discuss&our&developing&
partnership.&
&
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Within the past month, Jeremy and Rebecca Fruechting, K-State students from ten years ago, who were active with us, have begun to investigate a possible long-term ministry teaching at this missions school. They will be joining our team to Ethiopia this week along with an elder from their church in St. Joseph, Missouri. 

Three other people from Grace plan to participate in this trip. First, Charles & Kay Bascom whom I mentioned earlier will travel back to Ethiopia. Also on the team is Tim Weddle who is learning what his role might look like as coordinator of the partnership if it goes forward.
The missions committee is circulating a draft partnership proposal to the elders so that they can discuss it at their retreat at the end of January. Pending their approval, the goal is to give church members information about the partnership plan to discuss at the March quarterly meeting.

That's a lot about what we've done or are doing as a church. It is far more important to us to see is what God is doing in the Ethiopian church. What we do means nothing if it does not align with what God is doing. We need a biblical context for this kind of a trip to Ethiopia or any involvement in missions.

So I direct our attention to Psalm 87, which we read earlier. The fact that this psalm mentions Ethiopia drew my attention to it. The word "Cush" in verse 4 refers to Ethiopia. In the Greek translation of the Old Testament the word Cush is replaced by the word Ethiopian.

But what fixed my attention on this psalm is that it celebrates God's global heart for missions. To align our hearts with God's on this great missions effort, consider three questions about God's work in this psalm.

Aligning our Hearts with God's for Missions

What Work Is God Accomplishing in the World Today?
How Is this Work Being Accomplished?

Why Is God Accomplishing this Work?

What Work Is God Accomplishing in the World Today?
In the simplest terms, according to the psalm, God is building a city.  It's a city he founded (1). It's a city he loves (2). It is a glorious city like Himself (3). It's a city that belongs to Him (3).
The city is called Zion. This name is used as a synonym for the physical city of Jerusalem in ancient Israel. But it is clear from the psalm that this city is something greater. It involves more than just physical Israelites who live in Jerusalem. As the Bible progresses, Zion becomes a name for the people of God gathered in his presence under his rule.

Writing to Christians, the book of Hebrews declares, “But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem....”
 When God ushers in the new and perfect heaven and earth in the future, it will be a glorious city that coming down from heaven.

Revelation 21:10–11 And he carried me [John] away in the Spirit to a great, high mountain, and showed me the holy city Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from God, 11 having the glory of God, its radiance like a most rare jewel, like a jasper, clear as crystal. 

But Hebrews says that Christians have already come to this city. In some sense, the church today is the initiation of this eternal city. In the church we experience something of the glory of this city. A local church should begin in some small way to look like the city of Zion celebrated in this psalm. So what is this city like?

It is a secure city.  It is founded on the promises and power of God pictured as a mountain fortress.  If you are a fan of Tolkien think Minas Tirith from Lord of the Rings. Those who belong to the city are secure in his love.
He himself records the names of those who are citizens of the city (6). The city's security does not depend upon her citizens but on God whose word is the very foundation of the city. “Those who trust in the Lord are like Mount Zion, which cannot be moved, but abides forever.”
  God's city is a secure city. Are you a citizen of this city?

It is also a multi-national city.  Verse 4 includes a list of nations whose inhabitants somehow gain a birthright to belong in Zion. The list includes five different nations. The point is not to limit this international city to just these five nations. Rather the list is representative of the fact that individuals of all nations are included in this eternal city.

Isaiah 2:2–3 It shall come to pass in the latter days that the mountain of the house of the Lord shall be established as the highest of the mountains, and shall be lifted up above the hills; and all the nations shall flow to it, 3 and many peoples shall come, and say: “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob, that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths.” For out of Zion shall go the law, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.
For the Israelite, Zion represented what set them apart from other nations. God both rebukes and assures them that his ultimate city includes all nations.

God's city is a multi-national city. One of the glorious things spoken about this city is that it includes representatives from every corner of the globe. Are you a citizen of this city?

So it is also a welcoming city. Psalm 87:2 focuses on the gates of Zion, the entrances to God's city. God has opened wide the gates for people to enter his city. The question is, “are you a citizen of this city?” God's work in the world today is to populate a city with people from all the nations of the world. Think of it.
God created man and placed him with his wife in a garden. When God's plan of redemption is complete, his great achievement will not be a private garden but a bustling city different from any city in the world we know.

We think of cities as places of poverty, crime and despair. God's city is different. It takes on the beauty and bounty of the original garden.

Isaiah 51:3–4 For the Lord comforts Zion; he comforts all her waste places and makes her wilderness like Eden, her desert like the garden of the Lord; joy and gladness will be found in her, thanksgiving and the voice of song. 4 ... for a law will go out from me, and I will set my justice for a light to the peoples.

Today through the spread of the gospel, the population of God's city is expanding. Today, through the church the blessings of the city have begun in some small way to flow into the nations of the world. God mission work is a great city-building project. He is using us and his church in places like Ethiopia to expand this great project.
A missions partnership is really about partnering with God himself as He builds his city.
How Is this Work Being Accomplished?

God's city is not about buildings or programs. It's about people. It's about citizens redeemed from the wastelands of sin and condemnation into this glorious new city. How does this happen?
People Everywhere Enter into Relationship with the Living God. In verse 4 God himself describes the citizens of the city as those who "know me." The word “know” in the Bible is much stronger than just mental knowledge. It involves intimate relationship. It means acknowledging all that God is and responding to Him in a way appropriate to his glory and goodness. Jesus said in John 17:3, “And this is eternal life, that they know you the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent.” 

Look at the list of five nations in verse 4. All except perhaps Cush (Ethiopia) were enemies of God's people Israel. Rahab is a nickname for Egypt
. The word means arrogance. Egypt was a land of great civilization and learning. Her wise men were some of the most powerful and insightful of the ancient world. Egypt boasted in her wisdom rather than in a relationship with God.
But some from Egypt would reject that arrogance and turn to the Lord. They would come to know him personally. It does not matter how much learning you have. What matters is whether or not you know the Lord personally.
Babylon, next on the list, was a land of great power. Nebuchadnezzar, her king once boasted: “Is not this great Babylon, which I have built by my mighty power as a royal residence and for the glory of my majesty?”
 Babylon had no need for the Living God. They trusted in their power.

But Psalm 87 assures us that some from Babylon would reject power and seek a relationship with the living God. They would humbly bow to his power. It doesn't matter how powerful you think you are. What matters is that you truly know the living God.

Tyre is synonymous with economic development. This was a proud and prosperous city-state trading all over the known world. Her ships dominated the Mediterranean. Tyre was trusting in its wealth rather than in God. But some from Tyre would reject the notion of trusting in riches and find true security in the Living God. It doesn't matter how rich you may be. You cannot find eternal joy in riches. What matters is that you know God personally.
God spoke through the prophet Jeremiah:

Jeremiah 9:23–24 Thus says the Lord: “Let not the wise man boast in his wisdom, let not the mighty man boast in his might, let not the rich man boast in his riches, 24 but let him who boasts boast in this, that he understands and knows me, that I am the Lord who practices steadfast love, justice, and righteousness in the earth.” 

The citizens of God's city boast that they know Him.

The Philistines were the terrorists of the ancient world. They were uncultured and angry. But even some Philistines will abandon a destructive lifestyle and find life in a relationship with God. It doesn't matter if you have live destructively toward yourself and other people. You can enter God's city through a relationship with Him.

Cush, or Ethiopia, represented the very ends of the earth. Cush is likened to our Timbuktu. By adding Ethiopia, the psalmist simply insists that it doesn't matter where you are from, you can enter a relationship with God as a citizen of his city.
Are you a citizen of His City? If not, the gates are open for you to enter. Leave the wilderness of your sin and pride. By faith walk through the gate of Jesus death and resurrection in your place to give you new life.

God is building his city, bringing people everywhere into relationship with Himself. How does He do that?

God Gives New Birth as the right to belong to His City. Verses 4-5 indicate that you cannot be a citizen of Zion unless you were born there. But the people from all these nations listed were clearly not born in Jerusalem or Zion. But this psalm is celebrating a miracle by which God gives them a new birth into Zion so they become as those who were actually born there.
In New Testament language, Jesus insists that those who would enter the kingdom of heaven must be born again. 

John 3:3 Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 

He explains that this new birth is the work of God through the Holy Spirit. It is a whole new kind of life, a spiritual life. “That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.”

Each of us is born in this world spiritually dead and alienated from God. We are more of an alien to God's city than a Philistine was to Jerusalem. But the Spirit effects a new birth and we are born into a new relationship with God. We come know him personally as Father. He welcomes us into his city as pictured in Psalm 87

God Records those who belong to His City. Psalm 87:6 pictures the LORD registering those who come into his city. He announces publically each one as belonging to him. The Bible assures us that those who truly experience the new birth receive the Holy Spirit as a seal that they belong to God. The presence of the Spirit produces a new kind of life. There is real evidence that a person has in fact been transferred out of the kingdom of darkness and into the kingdom of Christ.
The point this morning is that missions is about proclaiming the gospel of forgiveness of sins and new life in Christ. As we do that faithfully, we have the assurance that God is at work. He is bringing people all over the world into relationship with Himself through the new birth by the Holy Spirit. As people trust in Christ, lives really are changed through the gospel.

One reason we are drawn to the Kale Heywet Church is that she shares with us a confidence in the power of the gospel.  It is the power of God for salvation and the building of his city. But why does God want to build a city?

Why Is God Accomplishing this Work?

The answer is in the last verse of the Psalm. God Himself has told us about his great city building work. He has recorded the names of the citizens of his city.

In the last verse, there is response. The singers sing about the God who would build such a city. “All my springs are in you.” This seems like a strange and abrupt ending. But it is the expected outcome of God's city-building activity.

The singers are worshiping God. Springs are deep sources of refreshment and life giving water. A spring would be a great place around which to build a city. It is interesting that all the major cities of the world had a river running through them, except Jerusalem. Other nations worshipped their river as the source of all the blessing in their city.
The people of God were supposed to trust and worship Him as the source of blessing. More than that, they were to find Him to be the greatest blessing they could ever have. The worshipers at the end of Psalm 87 express joy at being in God's city. They confess that they have rejected the empty blessings of other cities and found God Himself to be the source of their happiness and joy. They sing about the joy they find in watching God build his city. The reason God builds his city is to create worship for Himself. God delights in those who delight in Him.

This week someone in the congregation gave a large financial gift toward the Ethiopian trip. He experienced joy at sharing in God's city building work. By giving he was declaring that God alone was is true treasure. It was not a burden, but an act of worship to give toward the very work that God is doing to build a city of worshipers.

The ultimate goal is to see worshipers streaming into the city of God who find their all-consuming joy to be God Himself. The purpose behind our partnership is, in the end, a desire to extend the glory of God through joyful worship. So how might you express your heart to see people from all nations worshiping God.

Expressing a Heart for the Nations

· Seriously Consider Taking Perspectives (begins January 17)
· Prepare for Missions Month
· Men's Breakfast on Feb 4

· Ladies Tea on Feb 18

· Missions Banquet on Feb 19

· Special student missions lunch on Feb 26
· Pray for those on Short Term Trips this Week
· Jesse Bailey, John Schwartz and 50 from Ichthus

· Leia Edwards and Cristi Antholz visiting Rachel Buffington in Thailand

· Anna Weddle, strong interest in cross-cultural ministry, heading for Columbia International University

· Gared Shaffer on exploration trip to closed country
· Sean Webb in Cambodia for a medical missions trip
· Join us for prayer today after 3rd service -- bring back food to share.
· Pray for follow up to Student Mobilization Conference (missions challenge)
· Submit Plans for a Mission Trip to the Lord (perhaps going to Ethiopia; we hope to lay groundwork for future trips)
· Pray for us as we head for Ethiopia to explore how we might partner with the Lord to build his city.
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